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of the present ruler, Mohammed Said ; of the system of military ser- 
vice and conscription ; of the tenure of land and property ; of the 
method of taxation, its advantages and its annoyances ; of free foreign 
trade, on the Red Sea and the Mediteranean ; of the government schools, 
primary and secondary, military and medical, and of the mission school 
at Paris. The Second Book, in four chapters, treats of the railway 
from Alexandria to Suez ; the Mahmoudieh Canal ; the steam tow- 
boats on the Nile ; and steam transportation on the Red Sea, with the 
proposed canal across the isthmus. The Third Book treats of the re- 
forms which have been brought about in the interior, especially in the 
region of Soudan. The whole work is accurate, candid, and entirely 
trustworthy. We have noticed but one error in fact, and that very 
trifling. Abbas Pacha was not, as M. Merruau says, the son of 
Ibrahim, but the son of an older brother of Ibrahim. 



12. — The Sabbath Hymn- Book : for the Service of Sma in the House 
of the Lord. New York : Mason Brothers. 1858. 12mo. pp. 941. 

We confess a general repugnance toward a new hymn-book. The last 
twenty years have seen many times that number of new hymn-books, 
pleading in sensitive importunity for a place in the public favor. All 
religious denominations seem to have felt the impulse to " be fruitful and 
multiply," as to this class of books. Talent of rare excellence, culture 
and skill of the highest order, and preparations of laborious care, with 
eminent indorsements, have distinguished this era and kind of compila- 
tion, and have confused the public choice by the varied excellences of 
the differing collections. We comfort ourselves with the belief that the 
hymn-book furor must be about spent, and we therefore turn the more 
friendly eye toward this last manual. 

The book before us — its compilers severally eminent for the gifts 
needed in such a work, one a professor of theology, and conversant 
with the sentiments fit to be sung, another a professor of sacred rhet- 
oric, on whose aesthetic judgment full reliance might be placed, and the 
third a professor of music, prepared to meet all the musical necessities 
of the work — has choice advantages for winning a wide and perma- 
nent acceptance. It claims to represent years of studious preparation, 
and the careful consideration of all the details of such a work. A pa- 
tient and diligent inquiry has evidently been made, through all the 
Christian centuries, for the religious lyrics, — first sung, some of them, 
in times of stinging persecution, others in days of victory ; some 
in the silent cell of the monastery, others amid the tramp of armies and 
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the din of battle. The vast store of material thus found gave to the 
editors the advantage of a calm, comprehensive judgment in selection. 
Hymns of a given period, or of marked peculiarities, could not easily 
gain an undue rank ; for among the stores gathered by their large re- 
search, pieces of corresponding value, though in varying forms, would 
prevent an excessive draft on any one style or period. We have thus 
an admirably adjusted variety, not only of specific sentiment, but of 
the phases of poetic genius in Christendom. We esteem this to be 
a substantial excellence in a work which is so largely to educate the 
mind and heart of the Christian community. 

We think this book less damaged by deference to what are commonly 
called favorite hymns, than some others. The editors had courage enough 
generally to replace an inferior favorite by a superior composition of 
the same class, thus inviting the public mind to a higher line of taste. 
We miss, however, a few of the royal old lyrics, which send their time- 
softened strains down to us in cadences touched with such experiences 
and associations as can never be dislodged. A few flat and senseless 
stanzas lurk amid the profuse selections, in testimony that Homer still 
nods. 

For the endless tinkering that has left its traces in a few of the 
hymns, we have no complacency. It is wrong, and in nearly every 
case as hurtful as it is wrong. We wish that no work of the kind had 
been done or retained in this compilation. 



13. — Annals of the American Pulpit, or Commemorative Notices of 
Distinguished American Clergymen of various Denominations, from 
the early Settlement of the Country to the Close of the Tear Eighteen 
Hundred and Fifty-five. With Historical Introductions. By Wil- 
liam B. Sprague, D. D. Vol. V. Episcopalian. New York : 
Robert Carter and Brothers. 1859. 8vo. pp. 822. 

This may not unaptly be regarded as the test volume of Dr. Sprague's 
great enterprise. Previously he had appeared as the historiographer 
of the denominations to which successively he had been attached as a 
member and a minister. But in entering upon a department of the 
Church with which he has borne no relations other than those of Chris- 
tian friendship, he shows no decline, as to intimate knowledge, tender 
appreciation, impartial justice, or enthusiastic admiration of what de- 
serves to be praised and loved. No member of the Episcopal Church 
could have done the work so well ; for none could have so entirely di- 
vested himself of preferences for one or the other wing, or beheld with 



